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March 29, 2013

Mayor Appelbaum and Boulder City Council
City of  Boulder
Boulder, CO

Dear Mayor Appelbaum and Boulder City Council Members, 

As an elder in the Jewish community in Boulder, I wish to express my resounding support of  
the Boulder-Nablus Sister City Project.  As a Holocaust survivor, I certainly understand the 
concerns you might hear expressed by some in our community.  Notwithstanding these feelings, I 
can personally attest to having visited a venerable Shaikh, Sidi Hassan of  blessed memory, in 
Nablus and Balata and was the recipient their friendship. With goodwill others have experienced 
the same hospitality I received. 

Overcoming psychological blocks by recognizing the humanity in each and every one of  our 
neighbors is exactly what is needed to foster a peaceful world. This is the beauty of  the sister city 
concept, and Boulderites surely appreciate the benefits from our other sister'd cities, Dushanbe, 
Lhasa, and others.  

It is therefore with great joy that I endorse the work of  the Boulder-Nablus Sister City Project.  
Their working to create opportunities for individuals in both cities to get to know each other are 
critical in these challenging times.  When citizens of  Boulder have the opportunity to meet 
citizens of  Nablus, fears will be transformed into smiles and open hearts.  Too, there is 
considerable need in the West Bank for both resources and expertise; the generous and well-off  
community of  Boulder can benefit greatly through the act of  donating skills and time in service 
to others.

In addition, giving Boulder citizens the opportunity to learn about the West Bank population 
whether on delegations, volunteer brigades or summer internships can only help deepen their 
understanding, and therefore compassion, for peoples of  the world — an essential ingredient in 
the effort to make peace.    

Sincerely yours,

Reb Zalman Hiyyah Schachter-Shalomi

- 

ברכות בכל חלקי החיים

Blessings where they will do the most good for you
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